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Old  Home  Week 


The  Town  of  Mansfield^  flci^s 

extends  a  cordial  welcome  to  its 
citizens,  returning  sons  and  daughters, 
and  all  visitors  and  friends,  to  its 
Old  Home  Week  celebration  and 
festivities  tj^  ^  ^ 


July  28th -August  3rd,  1907 


Historical  Sketch  of  Mansfield,  Mass. 


By  William  G.  Davis 


N  this  sketch,  which  must  of  necessity  be  very  brief,  our 
desire  is  to  review  some  of  the  facts  concerning  the  beginning 
of  our  town,  its  early  inhabitants,  institutions  and  indus- 
tries, in  order  that  we  may  appreciate  more  fully  the 
sacrifices  and  labors  of  the  heroic  men  and  women  who  laid 
the  foundations  upon  which  its  progress  stands  to-day. 

ORGANIZATION 

About  the  year  1837  a  company  of  some  forty-six  men  pur- 
chased from  the  Plymouth  Colony  a  tract  of  land,  at  a  place  called 
Cohannett,  y/hich  soon  after  took  the  name  of  Taunton.  By  order 
of  the  court,  the  bounds  around  this  first  purchase  were  made  on 
the  19th  of  June,  1840,  by  Miles  Standish  and  John  Browne.  This 
tract  of  land  included  within  its  limits  portions  of  the  present  towns 
of  Mansfield,  Norton,  Raynham,  Berkley,  and  Taunton.  After 
some  years,  during  which  time  several  changes  had  taken  place,  the 
Taunton  people  thought  it  proper  that  their  town  should  be  en- 
larged. Accordingly,  a  company  was  formed,  and  an  irregular- 
shaped  piece  of  land  on  the  north  was  purchased  the  sixth  day  of 
June,  1888,  from  Thomas  Prence  and  others,  and  was  called  "Taun- 
ton North  Purchase."  The  town  of  Norton,  as  originally  consti- 
tuted, comprised  the  whole  of  the  North  Purchase  together  with  a 
portion  of  the  original  purchase.  In  1731,  that  portion  which  is 
now  known  as  Mansfield,  became  the  North  Precinct  of  the  town 
of  Norton.  Of  the  causes  which  led  to  a  total  separation  of  the 
North  Precinct  from  the  town  of  Norton,  little  or  nothing  is  known. 
About  all  that  is  certain,  is  that  in  1788,  the  people  of  the  North 
Precinct,  after  much  discussion,  decided  they  would  make  strenu- 
ous efi:orts  to  dissolve  their  municipal  relations  with  the  South 
Precinct.  Accordingly,  by  an  Act  of  the  General  Court  in  April, 
1770,  the  North  Precinct  was  incorporated  into  a  separate  district 
called  Mansfield.  On  August  23,  1775,  a  General  Act  was  passed 
b}^  the  Legislature,  raising  all  districts  to  the  dignity  of  towns,  and 
thus  Mansfield  became  a  full-fledged  town.  Its  area  to-day  is 
12,913  acres,  and  its  present  population  about  5,000. 

EARLY  SETTLERS 

Probably  the  earliest  settler  was  Thomas  Briggs,  who  received 
a  grant  of  land  dated  June  7,  1859,  of  150  acres,  and  20  acres  of 
meadow  in  the  "way  of  Deadum  from  Taunton,  betwixt  a  pond 
and  a  mill  river  which  comes  to  Taunton  between  Taunton  and 
Massapauge  Pond."    It  is  said  to  be  somewhere''''in  the  northeast 
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of  Mansfield,  but  possiblv  in  Easton.  (See  Clark's  History  of 
Norton;  page  4).  John  Caswell,  Sr.,  who  was  born  in  1656,  and 
his  son,  Lieutenant  Caswell,  Jr.,  both  settled  in  what  is  now  East 
Mansfield.  Thomas  Brintnall,  with  his  family,  made  a  settlement 
in  the  northwest  part  of  what  is  now  Mansfield,  near  Wading  River. 
These  settlements  were  made  about  the  vear  1685.  Other  settlers 
found  their  way  into  the  town,  among  whom  the  most  distinguished 
was  "the  very  worshipful  Ephraim  Leonard,  Esq."  His  residence 
was  in  the  house  at  East  Mansfield,  formerly  owned  by  Mr.  Calvin 
Thomas,  located  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  road  near  Flint's  saw- 
mill. He  was  appointed  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in 
1747,  and  was  a  man  of  great  energy,  eminent  piety  and  the  wealth- 
iest man  in  the  region.  Other  notable  earlv  settlers,  a  few  of  whose 
names  we  can  onlv  mention,  were  Thomas  Grover,  Seth  Dorman, 
Joseph  Elliot,  Obadiah  Brintnall,  Samuel  Baily,  Ephraim  Sheldon, 
Thomas  Skinner,  and  manv  more,  whose  descendants  were  numer- 
ous, many  of  them  being  still  with  us. 

CHURCHES 

The  First  Parish  of  the  Norton  North  Precinct  was  duly  or- 
ganized in  conformitv  to  law,  at  the  house  of  Isaac  Wellman,  on 
South  Main  street,  August  31,  1731.  Nicholas  White  was  chosen 
moderator,  Benjamin  Williams,  clerk;  John  Skinner,  Josiah  Pratt 
and  Ephriam  Leonard,  assessors;  Joseph  Elliot,  treasurer;  and 
Thomas  Skinner,  Ephraim  Grover  and  Nicholas  White,  prudential 
committee. 

The  first  meeting  house  was  built  in  September,  1731,  and  the 
first  minister  was  Rev.  Ebenezer  White,  of  Brookline,  Massachu- 
setts, who  was  ordained  February  23,  1737.  The  second  meeting 
house  was  erected  in  1765-66  on  the  tract  known  as  the  Ministerial 
Land,  now  known  as  the  South  Common,  and  the  second  minister 
was  Rev.  Roland  Green  of  Maiden.  Other  meeting  houses  were 
built  as  follows:  The  Friends'  Meeting  House  in  1809;  First  Metho- 
dist, ISIO;  Second  Methodist,  1842;  Baptist  Church,  1836;  Congre- 
gational Church,  1838;  Emmanuel  Methodist,  1876;  New  Jerusalem, 
1871;  St.  Mary's  CathoHc,  1870;  Morton  Chapel,  1830;  and  the 
Christian  Church  in  1872. 

SCHOOLS 

The  first  school  master  was  Thomas  Skinner,  1719.  In  those 
early  days  school  was  held  in  private  homes.  Some  of  these  homes 
where  schools  were  conducted  were:  Lieutenant  Nicholas  White's, 
John  Caswell's,  Thomas  Skinner's,  Timothv  Wellman's  and  Solo- 
mon Bates'.  The  first  school  building  was  erected  about  1803.  The 
Old  Brick,  East  Part  and  Whiteville  schools  were  completed  by 
1810.    Our  modern  schools  are  of  a  much  later  date. 

EARLY  ENTERPRISES 

The  first  grist  mill  was  erected  by  John  Hall  in  1695,  near 
Cobbler's  Corner.  Samuel  Danforth  and  Samuel  Pratt  had  mills 
in  1772  and  1776.    The  first  iron  works  was  erected  in  1735  by 


Ephraim  Leonard,  he  also  boarded  the  school  master  and  kept 
slaves.  The  Old  Mansfield  Furnace  was  conducted  by  Peter  Adolph 
and  Captain  Dauby  who  made  guns  and  cannon-shot  for  the  Army. 
The  first  mining  for  coal  was  done  by  the  Leonard's  for  their  iron 
works  about  1745  in  East  Mansfield.  The  first  company  organized 
for  the  mining  of  coal  was  the  Mansfield  Mining  Company,  1838,  in 
connection  with  the  Scarborough,  Phillipsburgh  and  Portland  Mining 
Company.  The  Mansfield  Cotton  Manufacturing  Company,  erected 
the  Middle  Factory  in  1811.  The  Mansfield  Union  Factor}^  was 
erected  in  1814.  Skinner's  and  Williams'  Cotton  Factory  was 
erected  in  West  Mansfield  between  1815-1820.  The  first  tack  factory 
was  started  by  Simeon  Snow,  1798.  Richard  Field  &  Son  began  to 
make  tacks  in  1800;  Simeon  White  in  1840;  Marcus  Rounds  in  1860 
had  a  tack  factory  in  "Sodom".  Baskets  were  made  by  Andrew 
Bailey  in  the  west  part  in  1787.  The  Moran  and  Fulton  Knife  Co. 
was  established  in  Whiteville  in  1840.  Carriages  were  built  by 
Horatio  P.  Allen  in  East  Mansfield  in  1842,  and  boots  and  shoes 
were  manufactured  there  in  1845-50.  Loren  Willis  built  his  axle 
shop  on  Card's  Pond  in  1838.  Draper  and  Merrit  built  the  Spauld- 
ing  factory  in  1857,  and  Kingman  and  Hodges  had  a  Horn  Jewelry 
factory  in  Kansas  in  1888.  John  Tenny  built  his  foundry  in  1853, 
and  Gardner  Chilson  established  his  in  1855.  Murphy  Bros,  made 
skates  in  1888.  The  first  steam  railroad  opened  for  business 
through  the  town  in  1833,  and  the  Taunton  and  Norton  Electric 
Line  opened  in  1898,  the  Easton  Line  in  1899.  The  Mansfield 
News  was  established  in  1873. 

MILITARY  ORGANIZATIONS 

The  first  militia  of  the  North  Purchase  was  trained  under 
Colonel  George  Leonard  in  1885  at  Taunton.  The  second  company 
of  infantry  of  the  Third  Bristol  County  Regiment  was  organized  in 
the  North  Precinct  about  1740  and  Samuel  Caswell  was  Captain. 
In  1745  Captain  Ephraim  Leonard  took  command,  and  he,  in  turn, 
was  followed  in  1757  by  Captain  William  Dean,  and  Captain  Job 
Hodges  in  1780.  During  the  French  and  Indian  War,  1745-1783, 
the  town  furnished  38  soldiers.  In  the  War  of  Independence  255 
men  of  the  town  entered  the  Army.  In  the  War  of  1812-1814 
there  were  47  men  of  the  town  fought  in  the  Army.  For  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion  281  men  volunteered  for  service,  and  in  the  Spanish 
War,  3  men.  On  April  19th,  1905,  the  memorial  tablets  to  the 
soldiers  were  dedicated. 

BOARD  OF  TRADE 

The  Mansfield  Board  of  Trade  was  organized  March  28,  1892. 
D.  S.  Spaulding  was  elected  president  and  served  for  two  years. 
Judge  C.  C.  Hagertv  succeeded  to  the  presidency  of  the  Board  in 
1894  and  held  it  to' 1904.  I.  W.  Lucas  followed  him  in  1904,  and 
continued  in  the  presidency  until  his  death  in  1908.  At  present 
the  officers  of  the  Board  are:  H.  E.  King,  president ;  D.  S.  Spaulding, 
Joseph  Wilson,  W.  L.  Robinson,  vice-presidents;  F.  W.  Spaulding, 
secretary;  W.  L.  Robinson,  treasurer.  Executive  committee: 
The  president,  vice-presidents,  Walter  M.  Lowney,  F.  J.  Smith  and 
George  C.  Shields. 


Sunday,  July  28th — Puritan  Day 


Dedicated  to  the  Founders  of  our  Homes  and  State 

OLD  HOME  WEEK  SERVICES  OF  THE  CHURCHES 
TOWN  HALL,  4  P.M. 


Large  Chorus  and  Orchestra 


Order  of  Service 

1.  Largo 

ORCHESTRA 

2.  Invocation 

3.  The  Heavens  are  Telling 

CHORUS 

4.  Responsive  Reading 

5.  Hymn:  ''Blest  be  the  Tie" 

6.  Prayer 

7.  Solo:  Selected 

8.  Scripture  Reading 

9.  Offertory 

10.  Inflammatus,  from  ''Stabat  Mater"  Rossini 

SOLO  AND  CHORUS 

11.  Sermon 

12.  Hymn  "Home,  Sweet  Home" 

13.  Benediction 


Handel 


Havdn 


Coneresfation 


Orchestra 


Coi 


CENTRAL  SCHOOL 
GREEN  SCHOOL 


Monday,  July  29th — Reunion  Day 

Dedicated  to  the  Friendships  of  the  Past  and  Present 

A  day  for  social  and  fraternal  reunion 


Tuesday,  July  30th — Pilgrimage  Day 

.    Dedicated  to  tlie  Veneration  of  Historic  Spots 

Places  of  Historical  Interest 

HOMES  OF  FIRST  SETTLERS 

Site  of  Home  of  Thomas  Brintnall,  from  Boston,  loo4  to  1392, 
South  Street,  near  Foxborough  ToAvn  Line  and  A¥ading  River. 

Site  of  Home  of  John  CasAvell  from  Taunton,  1685,  East  Street, 
East  of  Frankhn  Street. 

Site  of  Flome  of  Thomas  Grover,  170o,  from  Maiden,  house 
now  occupied  by  W   N.  Brown,  AVilliams  Street,  near  SchooL 


Site  of  Home  of  Andrew  Grover,  from  Maiden,  1703,  School 
Street,  near  Elm. 

Site  of  Home  of  Ephraim  Grover,  from  Maiden,  1703,  house 
now  occupied  by  Geo.  H.  Alexander.  Elm  Street,  near  School. 
The  foregoing  were  three  brothers. 

Home  of  Deacon  Nicholas  White  of  Taunton,  1703,  Old  Hall 
House,  Hall  Street. 

Site  of  Home  of  Deacon  Benjamin  Williams,  of  Taunton,  1707, 
North  Main  Street,  East  of  Stand  Pipe. 

Site  of  Home  of  Isaac  Wellman,  1720,  where  the  North  Parish 
Church  was  organized  1731,  west  side  of  South  Main  street  about 
600  feet  south  of  Spring  street. 

Site  of  Home  of  Dr.  Samuel  Caswell,  1725,  first  doctor  in  town, 
also  home  of  Dr.  George  Wheaton,  member  of  the  first  Board  of 
Selectmen,  Essex  street,  near  Norton  Line. 

OTHER  PLACES  OF  INTEREST 

Home  of  Rev.  Roland  Green,  1705,  house  of  H.  G.  Strople, 
West  street,  opposite  School. 

Site  of  First  Foundry,  Col.  Ephraim  Leonard,  1735,  near  Flint's 
Saw  Mill,  Mill  street,  East  Mansfield. 

Site  of  First  Tack  Works,  Simeon  Snow,  1785,  near  Flint's 
Saw  MiU. 

Site  of  First  Cotton  Mill,  Mansfield  Manufacturing  Co.,  1811, 
F.  M.  and  J.  L.  Cobb  Jewelry  Man'f'rs,  Spring  street  near  Union. 

Site  of  First  Grist  Mill,  John  Hall,  1695,  Willow  street,  east  of 
Cabot's  shop. 

Mansfield  Furnace,  Dauby  &  Adolph,  Old  North  Factory, 
Maple  street,  northeast  of  Pumping  Station. 

Site  of  Town  Pound,  1772  to  1871,  Union  street,  west  of 
Memorial  Librarv. 

Site  of  Old  Brick  School  House,  1810  to  1856,  West  street, 
opposite  the  Common. 

Site  of  Mulberry  Tavern,  1836,  North  Main  street,  between 
Methodist  Church  and  Masonic  Building. 

Site  of  Powder  House,  1815,  north  of  Park  street,  east  of 
Court  street  extension. 

Site  of  Home  of  Rev.  Ebenezer  White,  1737-61,  first  minister 
of  Mansfield.  The  old  Leonard  House,  South  Main  street,  East 
side. 


Wednesday,  July  31^ — Illumination  Day 

Dedicated  to  our  Veteran  Firemen  of  Past  and  Present 

BONFIRE— Branch  Street  Baseball  Grounds 

Our  Homes  Will  Throw  Out  Streams  of  Light  and  Hospitality. 


Thursday,  August  1^  —  Carnival  Day 

Dedicated  to  our  Trades  and  Industries 

PARADE  10  A.M. 

Herbert  E.  King,  Chief  Marshal. 

AIDS 

H.  A.  Perry,  J.  M.  Tuttle,  Edson  McRae,  Thornton  G.  Wilson, 
Dr.  H.  W.  Cobb,  A.  H.  Richardson,  Jr.,  L.  L.  Jones,  Harold  Holt, 
John  D.  Spaulding,  Charles  King. 


NEW  JERUSALEM  CHURCH  ST.  MARY'S  CATHOLIC  CHURCH 

FRIENDS'  MEETING  HOUSE 
METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 


FIRST  DIVISION— CIVIC 

Military, 

Firemen,  .  " 

Societies,  etc.  '  -  , 

Form  on  Rumford  Avenue,  with  right  of  hne  on  Fulton  St. 

SECOND  DIVISION— FLORAL 

Decorated  carriages,  .  ■         .  ■ 

Floats,  etc.  ■    -    ■  :'•  ' 

Boys  Club. 

Form  on  Union  street,  with  right  of  line  opposite  ToAvn  Hall. 

THIRD  DIVISION— TRADES 

Representing  our  industries  and  trade  interests. 

Form  on  West  street,  with  right  of  line  opposite  Town  Hall. 


The  procession  will  move  promptly  at  10  A.M.  over  the  follow- 
ing route: 

South  Main,  Spring,  Union,  West,  Rumford  Ave,  Chauncy, 
North  Main,  Pratt,  Chilson  Ave.,  Pleasant,  North  Main,  Park, 
Linden,  East  to  Common,  where  the  line  will  be  dismissed. 


ROUTE 


BAND  CONCERTS 


South  Park 
Baseball  Grounds 


2.00  to  2.30  P.M. 
3.00  to  3.30  " 


South  Park 


8.00  to  10.00 


BALL  GAME 

Lowney  Athletic  Park  3.30  P.M. 


UNIVERSALIS!  CHURCH 
BAPTIST  CHURCH 


EMMANUEL  METHODIST  CHURCH 
CHRISTIAN  CHURCH 


Friday,  August  2nd — Sportsman's  Day 


Dedicated  to  the  Public-Spirited  Men  and  Women  of  Mansfield, 
Their  Sons  and  Daughters 

PARADE  OF  ANTIQUES  AND  HORRIBLES 

The  procession  will  move  promptly  at  S  A.M.  over  the  following 
route: 

South  Main,  Spring,  Union,  AVest,  Rumford  Ave,  Chauncy, 
North  Main,  Pratt,  Chilson  Ave.  Pleasant,  North  Main,  Park, 
Linden,  East,  to  Common,  where  the  line  will  be  dismissed. 

SPORTS  AND  GAMES 

10  A.M. — Town  House  and  Fulton's  Pond. 

Running  races,  potato  race,  sack  race,  barrel  race,  wheelbarrow 
race,  jumping  contests,  tug  of  Avar,  pie-eating  contest,  climbing 
greased  pole,  tub  races,  swimming  race,  etc. 

AUTOMOBILE  PARADE 

Parade  w411  start  from  Lowney  Athletic  Field  at  2  P.M.  and 
proceed  over  the  following  route: 

North  Main,  South  Main,  Spring,  Union,  West,  Rumford  Ave., 
Chauncy,  North  Main,  Pleasant,  Chilson  Ave,  Pratt.  North  Main, 
Chauncy,  Central,  West  to  Town  House,  where  procession  will  be 
dismissed.  ,  .   '  ' 

BALL  GAME 

Lowney  Athletic  Park  at  3.30  P.M. 

■  ; 


Friday  Evening 

POP  CONCERT  AND  BALL 
Town  Hall,  8  P.M. 


Saturday,  August  3  —  Farewell  Day 

Dedicated  to  the  Progress  of  Friendship,  Truth  and  Prosperity 


The  Board  of  Trade  rooms  during  Old  Home  Week  wiU  be 
open  to  the  pubhc,  and  visiting  friends  are  cordially  invited  to 
make  use  of  them. 


Visitors  are  requested  to  register  at  the  Library 


CENTRAL  FIRE  STATION 
MANSFIELD  WATER  WORKS,  PUMPING  STATION 


S.  W   CARD  MANUFACTURING  CO.'S  FACTORY  IN  1874 
CHIMNEY  FOR  POWER  PLANT  NOW  UNDER  CONSTRUCTION 


FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK,  MANSFIELD  BOARD  OF  TRADE  AND  WINTHROP  CLUB 
FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  SAFE  DEPOSIT  VAULTS 


MUNICIPAL  ELECTRIC  LIGHT  STATION 


CARD  MEMORIAL  CHAPEL 
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AUSTIN  GOOSE  FARM  — LARGEST  IN  THE  WORLD 


UNION  STREET,  1870  AND  1907 


Old  Home  Week  Committee 


HERBERT  E.  KING,  Chairman 
GEORGE  C  SHIELDS,  Secretary  JOSEPH  WILSON,  Treasurer 


VICE-CHAIRMEN^  (Executive  Committee ) 


C.  N.  Crane 
F.  I.  Sherman 
W.  L.  Barker 
w.  m.  lowney 
Joseph  Wilson 
W.  H.  Lyons 


F.  J.  Smith 

G.  C.  Shields 

H.  E.  King 
J.  L.  Cobb 

B.    D.  ViCKERY 

Dr.  W.  H.  Allen 
James  Lovejoy 


T.  J.  Fox 

Wm.  Olliff 
W.  L.  Robinson 
Rev.  E.  B.  Shaw 
Wm.  White 
John  Walker 


HONORARY  VICE-CHAIRMEN 


D.  S.  Spaulding 
H.  F.  Bessom 

B.  F.  Gifford 
Patrick  Shields 
J.  E.  White 

W.  A.  Staples 
J.  A.  Wheeler 
W.  A.  Copeland 

C.  R.  COMEY 

H.  W.  Hallett 

C.  H.  Pratt 

A.  H.  McRae 

S.  C.  Lovell 

G.  W.  Priest 

S.  F.  French 

J.  R.  Halliday 

J.  O.  Hodges 

J.  M.  Tuttle 

J.  J.  Wilson 

J.  E.  Fuller 

C.  W.  Rathbun 

T.  H.  Nelson 

Lewis  Packard 

Robert  Hayhurst 

Frank  Scrymgeour 

Dr.  B.  M.  Latham 

F.  W.  Shepard 

Everett  H.  Shepard 

W.  B.  Brown 

Ira  C.  Gray 

R.  W.  Wheeler 

C.  M.  Austin 

Lucas  Cushing 

F.  P.  Brawn 

C.  C.  Hagerty 

F.  H.  Hadlock 

A.  E.  Carpenter 

Josiah  Dustin 

W.  W.  Robinson 

Rev.  W.  p.  Burnell 

M.  Frank  Shaw 

Emory  O.  Brown 

Virgil  White 


R.  T.  Welch 
John  Somers 
L.  R.  King 
Dr.  F.  S.  Griffin 
W.  C.  Winter 
J.  T.  McCooL 
Benjamin  Flint 
J.  R.  Allen 

D.  E.  Harding 
C.  E.  Austin 

H.    W.  BUTTERWORTH 

E.  G.  Sherman 

J.    W.  CONROD 

F.  J.  Evans 
W.  O.  Sweet 
J.  S.  Damrell 
Rev.  J.  M.  Coffey 

F.  H.  Bailey 

C.  D.  Lyons 
A.  E.  Shields 
L.  L.  Jones 

D.  C.  Richardson 
W.  M.  Packard 

G.  E.  Hodges 

H.  E.  Fairbanks 
Dr.  a.  M.  Bigelow 
F.  F.  Wilbur 

F.  L.  Cady 
W.  S.  Harris 
Mark  Janes 
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